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CLAIMS 



Claims 1-20, 22, 25, 26, and 29 have been cancelled. 

2 1 . (Amended - Claim 24) A method for managing health care-related infomiation about a 
patient as electronic records over a communications network comprising: 

electronically handling the records as a plurality of component fields maintained in a 
database of a health care organization, each component field associated with a particutar type of 
data associated with the patient; 

storing d etefffwffiRQ access rutes determined bv the patient in a comouter. the access 
oiles based at least in part on a role of a person desiring access, to selectively govern access to 
the component fields by both health care pmviders and non health care providers , th e a oc ess 



applying the access rules before the component fields are accessed; 

providing to a first group of individuals a ccess based on the access rules to a first 
predetemiined group of the component fields of the records when a first access parameter is 
present the first access parameter relating to desired access by the a first group of individuals^ 
the first group of individuate Induding a first health care pruvider having a first role , the^froviding 



i nc l uding prov i d i ng a cc ece to the firct group of i ndividu a io, the first predetermined group of the 
component fields relating to a first medical condition of the pattent: 

providing to a second group of individuals a ccess based on the access oiles to a second 
predetemiined group of the component fields of the records when a second access parameter 
different from the first access parameter is present, the second predetemiined group of the 
component fields not identical to the first predetemiined group of the component fields, the 
second access parameter relating to desired access by thea second gn^up of individuals not 
identical to the first group of individuals, the second group of individuals including a second health 
care Dfovider having a second role not identical to the first role, tho prov i d i ng acc es s based on 
th e a cc ess ruloc to th e e e oond prodotomn i nod g rwp-o f the compon e nt fi el d s inc l uding prov iding 
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aoG es B to th ft se cond group of in dw^alM^>e second predetermined group of the component 
ftalds relating to a second medical condition of the patient; and 

completely denying to the second group of individuals access to at least a portion of the 
first predetermined group of the component fields of the record s when th e 6e cor>d acc e s s 
pararaGter-ife pfsseft t. wherein the first predetermined group of the comppnent fields is not all of 
the component fields and the second predetermined group of the component fields is not all of 
the cpmp?r^ent fields. 

23. (AmendedLT he method of Claim 21 wh e r e in the dotormin i ng a oooep ruioc i no l udoc 
con s i doring a rol e of a person desiring a cc ess , th a meth od fijrther comprising evaluating a login 
identifier associated with the person, the login identifier associated with the role of the person. 

24. (Canceiied) T h e m e thod of Cla i m 31 wh e r ei n: 

tt»»deteHrtf n i ng Qccooft ru le s I noludoc cono i dor l ng o ro i o of a perBOfv-d es i r i ng acc ees ; 

th e firot group of indiv i dualo i nc l udop aft rst hea l th car e provid e r hav i ng a first role: 

the-sacond groufi^ f Ind i viduate includ es a se cond h eal t h- caro prov i dor having a s e cond 
rete flot t dontioa l to tti e first ro le ; 

th e first pr e d e torm i nod group of th e compon e nt fi el ds i s not a l l of t he component-fielde 
and-the- s e cond pred e temn i n e d group of thacofBp onGnt fie l ds i s not a ll of tho compon e nt f i o tds: 

the-first ^ed otorminod group of th e compon e nt fi el d s is n ot identicai-to-t he s e cond 

27. (Cancelled) T ho method of Cla i m 2^ wh e r e in - 

provider of th e pati e nt ;-and 

th e se cond pr e d e term i nod greup^ f th e compon e nt fi el d s is a fract i on of a l l of th e 
compof>ent-fields: 

28. (Unchanqedl The method of Claim 21 wherein: 

the second predetermined group of component fields is indicative of good health of the 
patient; and 
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the first predetermined group of component fields is indicative of bad health of the 

patient. 

30. (Amended) The method of Claim 21 further comprisin gw h e r ei n the d o termin i ng aococo 

associating with one of the component fields permitted transactions satected from the 
group consisting of create, display, modify, and transmit or any combination thereof; 

associating with the one component field unpermitted transactions selected from the 
group consisting of create, display, modify, and transmit or any combination thereof; and 

restricting manipulation of the one component field to only the pemnitted transactions. 

31. (Unchanged) T he method of Claim 21 farther comprising: 

selectively organizing the records or component fields thereof according to selectable 
parameters based at least in portion upon the particular types of patient data; and 

compiling the organized records or component fields thereof into an electronic file history 
that is storable in the electronic database for later access. 

32. (Amended) T he method of Claim 21 wherein th e fir s t group of ind i v i d yatsHftc lud e c h e alth 
cafB-pfoviders-af)d-the second group of individuals includes at least one health care providerG net 
also Included In the frrst group of individuals. 

33. (CanceHed) A method for h a ndl i nQ -heatth-cara-f e l at e d r e conde of a pati e nt compri fii ng; 

defawg^ at b fechotd e v e nt re l at i ng to both mod i oa l and nonmod i oa i data about tho 

programm i ng the databas e or an a s s octat ad^coro put e r with th e thre e hold e v e nt; 
ana l ysing tho r e oofd s etof^ in th e d a t a b ase to det enwin Q tf the thr e shold event hao 
occurr e d: and 

using th e databaoo or tho ass oc i ated corr^er to automaticai l y provid e an ele ctronic 
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34. ^Cancelled) Th e method of C la im 33 whoro i n tti e f e cofd B contain infbfma ten4»GwvQd 
f rom variouG commun i eat i onG dov i coc ooup l od to tho d a taba se Qi4to aseociated-^empul&Fr 

35. ^Cancelled) T ho mothod of C l a i m 33 wh e rein th e thr es ho l d ev e nt r e l a te s to mon e tan^ 
amow rt s ow e d by th e p a ti e nt to o heatth cer e pro vi d e r a nd whorai ^ t h o Dkactfonio w otrfioat i Qn 
i nc l ud es a r e qu es t to make paymente-to th e h e a l th car e prov i d e r aft e r ee rv l GOO ar e p e rform e d. 

36. (Canoeiied) T h e m e thod of C la im 35 wh e r et n -^e into rosted entity i s tho pationt. 

th e thr e sho l d e v e nt r el at es to rec ei pt by tf>e database of an anticipat e d r e cord; 

the4nte fOCtod entity i s a p e rson a l r e lation of th e p a tient; and 

th e ele ctronic notific a t i on i nc i ude s at l oact a portion of th e record. 
38. (Amended - Claim 44) A method for managing health care-related infomiation about a 
patient as electronic records over a communications network comprising: 

electronically handling the records as a plurality of component fields maintained in a 
database of a health care organization, each component field associated with a particular type of 
patient data associated with the patient; 

storing d et e rm i n i ng access rules determined at least; in part by the patient in a computer 
to selectively govem access to the component fields , tho occocs ru le s dot e mriin e d at le a s t i n part 
bylhe pati e nt ; 

applying the access ailes before the component fields are accessed; 

providing based on the access mtes for a first group of individuals access to a first sot of 
component fields of the records when a first access parameter is present, the first access 
parameter relating to desired access by the first group of individuals, the first set of component 
fields relating to medical health a fir s t cond i tion of the oatien t. the first oroup of Individuals 
including health care providere: 

providing based on the access rutes for a second group of individuals not identical to the 
first group of individuals access to a second set of component fields of the records when a 
second access parameter not identical to the first access parameter Is present, the second set of 
component fields not identical to the fir^ set of component fields, the second access parameter 
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relating to desired access by the second group of indiWduals. the second set of component fields 
relating to a criterion about moneta/v amounts owed by cooond conditiqn of the patient the 
second grouo of individuals Indudina bililna or accounting Personnel : and 

denying to the second group of individuals access to at least a portion of the first set of 
component fields of the records. 

39. (Cancelted^ T h e m e thod of C l a i m 3B wh e r e in th e Boc ond^on drtion r e lat e s to non 
m e dic al i nform a t i on ab out the -pabent 

40. (Cancelled) T h e m e thod of C l a i m 38 whonptR^ socond ofoup of ind i v i duals i ndudoc 
financ i a l I nfoanat i on about th e p a ti e nt 

41. (Amended) T he method of Claim 3g40 wh e r ei n th e f i rst se t of compon e nt fi el d s i nc ludes 
Intofm atton about m e dical h e alth of th e p a ti e nt, th e m ethod-further comprising denying the billing 
or accounting personnel access to any portion of the first set of component fields. 

42. (Cancelted) T h e m e thod of C lai n fv 3 8 wherom: 

ow e d by th epafentr 

the tir c t grou p of i nd i viduate i nc l udes b a l i ng or a ccounting p e reo n n el ; and 

• — th e se cond group of Ind i vidual s i nc l ud o c p e reonal r e kation s of th e p a ti e nt 
44. (Cancelled) Th e method of C l a i m 38 wh e r ei n; 

the fir s t se t of co mpe nont fioM s s at i sfi es a f i rst Cfttorion about mon e tary amounto owod 
by th e pat i ent 

tfie s e cond e e t of oomponont fie l ds rolatoc to m e d i cal h e a l th of th e p a ti e nt 
to^iret-gfoup-el-i ndiv i du a i e i nc l udoc b i l l ing or accounting p e rsonn e l; a nd 
th e se cond gro up of-tndiviti 



45. (New) The method of Claim 21 wherein: 
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the first med^l condKknn ppng^mg p fif^l; lllny?^ ^ufferec^ by \\\^ patient: apcj 
the second medical condidtion concerns a second illness suffer ed bv the patient. 

46. (New) The method of Claim 45 wherein the first illngss and the second illness are not 
medtcally related. 

47. (New^ The method of Claim 21 wherein the computer Includes the database. 
46. (New) The method of Claim 47 wherein the ccmputer is a server. 

49. (New) The method of Claim 46 further comprising: 

storing a threshold event relating to data about the patient the threshold event defined bv 
the patient: 

analyzing the records to determine if the thres^^otd event has occurred: and 
sending an electronic notification to an entity selected bv the patient upon occurrence of 
the threshold event 

50. (New) The method of Claim 21 wherein the computer includes the database and the 
access rules are stored in the database. 

51 . (New - Claims 21 . 27) A method for managing health care-related information about a 
patient as electronic records over a communications network comprisinq: 

electronically hapdlinp the records as a piurafitv of component fields maintained in a 
database of a health care omanization. each component fietd associated wijh a pajticuiar type of 
data assodated with the patient: 

storing access rules determine bv the patient In a computer to selectivelv Qovem access 
to the component ffelds bv both health care providers andnon health care providers: 

applying the access mles before the component fields are accessed: 

providing to a first group of tndjyjduals access based on the access rules to a first 
predetermined group of the component fields of the records when a flf^t access parameter is 
present, the first access para meter relating to desired access bv the first group of individuals, the 
first predetermined group of the component fields relating to a first medical condition of the 
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providinQ to a second group of individuai3. including a personal relation who is rwt a 
medical care providef of Ihe patient, access based on the access mles to a second 
predetermined group of the component fields of the records wtien a second access parameter 
different from the first access parameter fe present, the second predetemilned group of the 
component fields not identical to the first predetermined aroup of the component fields, the 
second access parameter relating to desired access bv the second group of individuals not 
identical to the first arouo of individuals, the second Pfedetermtned group of the component fieMs 
relating to a second medical condition of the patient and constituting a fracton of all of the 
component fields: and 

completely denying to the second group of individuals access to at least a portion of the 
first predetermined group of ttie component fields of the records. 

52. (New> The method of Claim 51 further comprising: 

associating with one of th^ component fields permitted transactions selected from the 
group consisting of create, display, modify, and transmit, pr any combination thereof: 

associating with the one component field unpermitted transactions selected fr_pm the 
group consisting of create, display, modify, and transmit, or any combinatfan thereof: and 

restricting manipulation of the one component field to only the permitted transactions. 

53. (Hm) The method of Claim 51 wherein the computer includes the database. 

54. (New^ The method of Claim 33 further comprisirvg denvino to the first group of indivkluats 
apces^ to at least a portion of the second set of component fields of the records. 

55. _ INew^ The method of Claim 38 wherein the first group of individuals or the s econd grou p 
of individuals includes a personal relation of the patient, the personal relation of the patient not 
ne<^essarily a blHing or accounting personnel or a health care provider. 

56. (New) The method of Claim 38 wherein the computer includes the database. 
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